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Chapter 4  

The Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) Public Access Site provides public access to information 
about proposed transportation projects as they progress through the ETDM process. Project information is 
loaded to the website when the Environmental Technical Advisory Team (ETAT) representatives begin 
reviewing the projects for environmental effects. During the review period, the public and the ETAT 
representatives review the projects for potential effects to the surrounding resources.  The ETAT 
representatives enter their agency position and provide the official “electronic signature” for the agency. The 
public is able to view planning/project information and maps at this time.  Although the public is not able to input 
comments directly into the tool, they are able to provide input using Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) District and Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) traditional public involvement activities. 
Attendance at MPO and FDOT meetings and workshops and written comments received during workshops and 
hearings are recorded by MPOs or by the FDOT.  After the 45-day review period, the public input and ETAT 
comments are loaded to the website. Summary reports are copied to the site as they are published.  Project 
updates are released after the draft material has been reviewed by the ETDM Coordinator and are re-released 
for the next review cycle.  When the project moves beyond the Programming Screen, the project information is 
updated at the end of subsequent phases. 

You can access the ETDM Public Access Site in the following ways: 
 

 Using the URL http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/.  

 Through the FDOT Environmental Management Office home page at: www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/. 

 Through FDOT’s ETDM process page at: http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/ETDM.shtm. 

 Clicking the Public Site button located on the EST home page. 

 

 

 

http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/ETDM.shtm
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4.1 Before You Start 

Before exploring the ETDM Environmental Screening Tool (EST), it’s a good idea to review information 
about how the ETDM process works.  Click on the ETDM Program Information tab to see the list of 
available resources and the roles of the ETDM participants.  
 

 

 Overview -  Displays a general introduction to the ETDM process. 

 Agency Review Responsibilities – This link provides the issues an agency is responsible for reviewing. 

You can select an agency to view the issues or an issue to view the agency list. 

 To view issues by agency – Click the drop-down arrow, click on the agency name, and click 
Submit. 

 To view agencies by issue – Click the drop-down arrow, click the issue, and then click Submit. 
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 Document Library – This page displays a list of information resource types (e.g., brochures, user guides). 

 Guidance –  This page provides links to documents stored in the ETDM database (for example, the ETDM 

Manual and ETDM Process Flow Diagram).  Click on the name of a Document to display the 

information.  To find specific documents or documents related to a specific topic, type in the document or 

topic name in the Keywords field, and then click Search.  A list of documents for a specific category is 

displayed by selecting the category from the Category pull-down menu, and then clicking Search.   

 Manuals – This page provides links to the ETDM Manual and PD&E Manual. 

 Acronyms - This option opens a list of acronyms used in the ETDM process. The Acronyms page 

includes a search option that can be used to quickly find the definition of an acronym. Type in a word or 

phrase, select a category, and then click Search. 

 Glossary - This function opens a glossary of ETDM terms. The Glossary page includes a search option 

that can be used to quickly find the definition of a term. Type in a word or phrase, and then click Search. 

 Agency Agreements – This page displays links to master agreements and funding agreements, if 

applicable, which have been executed by the Florida Department of Transportation and state and federal 
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agencies participating in the ETDM process. Click on the Document name to display the information. To 

find agreements for a specific agency, type the Agency name into the Keywords field, and then click 

Search. 

 Annual Reports – This page displays a list of annual reports and annual program review notes for 

agencies participating in the ETDM process. Click on the Document name to display the information. To 

find an Agency Annual Report for a specific agency, type the Agency name or part of the name in the 

Keywords field, and then click Search.   

 

 

4.2 FDOT ETDM Email Notifications  

To become better informed about the ETDM process and FDOT projects in general, you can add your 
name and email address to a notification list.  You can select the type of notifications you would like to 
receive (e.g., updated ETDM manuals and publications, changes to the ETDM Public Access Site, ETDM 
project updates) and check for information about local projects, including upcoming meetings and events.  
 
Note: If you are accessing the Public Access Site for the first time, the first screen that appears will be the 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe form.  By completing the form, you can receive email notifications regarding 
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projects within your region. The form also provides additional ways to become involved with the ETDM 
process.  
 
If you do not wish to complete the form at this time, you can access the ETDM First Time Users page by 
clicking on the Welcome tab and then selecting the First Time Users option located at the top of the 
Welcome menu.  To access the Subscribe/Unsubscribe form at a later time, click the Welcome tab, 
and then select the Subscribe/Unsubscribe option, which is also located in the Welcome menu. 
 

4.2.1 Subscribing to ETDM Notifications 

To receive email notifications, complete the form shown on the Subscribe/Unsubscribe page. 
 
Note: All fields are optional except for your Email Address. 
 
 

 

1. The section located below your personal information displays check boxes with different information 

options. Click a box to indicate the type of information you would like to receive. 

 Updates to ETDM manuals and guidance. 

 Updates to the ETDM website. 

 Updates and information for a selected project or for projects matching specific criteria will be sent 
to you when you click the Watch check boxes. 
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Tip!  For more information on completing the form, see the Introduction to Menus and 

Subscriptions video, located on the Welcome menu. 

2. After you make your selections, you will see a link to the FDOT Privacy Statement. Please read this 

statement carefully and then click the I agree check box. 

3. Click Save Preferences. A confirmation page will appear, showing your personal information and selected 

project watch preferences. 

 If you wish to modify the information shown on the page, click the Make Changes button. 

 If you are satisfied with the information shown on the page, click the Confirm button. 

 

 

Because you are logging on for the first time, you will be required to respond to an email on the 
ETDM Public Involvement: Complete Your Subscription page. 

 

 

4. Click on the link displayed in the email body to confirm you subscription. 
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5. After clicking the link on your email, the FDOT Environmental Screening Tool page displays a 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe screen. Click the Confirm Registration button to verify your subscription to 

receive ETDM notification emails. 

 

 

6. After clicking the Confirm Registration button, you will receive an email from the ETDM Public Website, 

stating that your notification settings were successfully created and/or updated.  

4.2.2 Receiving ETDM Notifications 

When an update has been made for a project you are watching, or a project matching your watch 
preferences, you will receive an email notification in your inbox from publichelp@fla-etat.org. The next 
illustration provides an example of how the notification will look. 
 
Note: Please be sure to check the sender address. Notifications from ETDM will have @fla-etat.org on 
the address line. If you have questions about an email, or if you suspect the email is from a questionable 
source (i.e., does not have @fla-etat.org on the address line), please contact the ETDM help desk at: 
help@fla-etat.org or at (850) 414-5334. 
 

mailto:help@fla-etat.org
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 The body of the notification displays a notification message that includes the notification preference 
and project number and name. 

 Links to the Environmental Data and Project Description will also be listed. Click a link to go to 
the respective page. 

 A link to change your subscription information or to unsubscribe is also shown. 

4.2.3 How to Unsubscribe from Receiving ETDM Notifications 

You can unsubscribe from receiving notifications by doing the following: 
 

1. On the Welcome menu, click Subscribe/Unsubscribe. 

2. Under the Stay Connected heading, click the unsubscribe link. 
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4.3 Welcome Page 

The first page to appear on the ETDM Environmental Screening Tool (EST) website is the Welcome page, 
which provides information about the ETDM process and instructions for finding a project, getting started in 
using the site, and how to sign up to receive emails concerning projects of interest.   

 

 

 

A number of links are shown on the Welcome page to help you access additional information, including: 

 Information about navigating the site 

 Information about the ETDM process 

 The ETDM Library  

 Site updates and emails related to projects of interest 
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Tip!  To return to the home page, click the etdm header at the top of the etdm page, or click the 

Welcome tab to expand the menu and then click Home. 

 

 

4.4 Website Navigation Elements  

The ETDM Public Access Site provides navigation and access points for viewing ETDM project information. The 
core elements of the ETDM Public Access Site are shown in the next screen illustration. 
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FDOT Header and Toolbar 

The FDOT header at the top of the ETDM Public Access Site contains links to FDOT resources and project 
information. 

 

 
 

ETDM Top Toolbar 

The ETDM header, which is located beneath the FDOT header, enables you to search the ETDM Public 
Access Site, view a project on a map, and access site features using the menus. 

 

 
 

FDOT Bottom Toolbar 

The toolbar located at the bottom of the ETDM Public Access Site displays links to social media sites, 
MyFlorida.com, and FDOT resources. 
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For additional resources and site guidance, click the Welcome tab to access the following links: 

 Contact Us – Provides information for contacting FDOT District offices and FDOT technical support.   

 FAQs – Displays a list of answers to common questions about the ETDM process and the EST. 

 Online Help – Provides a description of each page of the ETDM Public Access Site.  

 Site Map – Lists and provides a link to every page that is available in the ETDM Public Access Site.  

 

Project Search Box 

The Project Search box located in the left column contains a search filter that allows you to search for a project 
by project number or name, planning organization, location (either county or FDOT District), Degree of Effect 
(DOE), or project phase.  
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Help 

The Help box located in the left column of the site displays a description of the page you are viewing. 
Instructions for navigating the page are also provided within the Help box.  

 

 

 
 

Tip!  Additional contact information can be found by clicking the Contact Us link on the FDOT bottom 

toolbar. If you need further assistance using the ETDM Public Access Site, please contact the ETDM 
Help Desk by emailing publichelp@fla-etat.org or calling (850) 414-5334. 
 

4.5 Using the ETDM Public Access Site for the First Time 

 To help you get started, the First Time Users link provides an introduction to the site’s features, along with 

general instructions on searching for and selecting projects and viewing project information.  

 You can also view the Introduction videos for additional guidance on using the site. A link to the videos is 

located on the Welcome menu. To view a video, go to the Welcome menu and click the How-To Videos 

link. This will open the How-To Training Videos page, where you can click a link to view a video related to 

the topic you want to know more about. All videos are in Windows Media (.wmv) format and will open in a 

separate window using video viewing software on your computer. The running time for each video is shown 

in parentheses beside the title. 
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Tip! To go back to the previous screen, press and hold the Alt key and click the     key. 

 

 The Help panel, located on the left side of your screen provides just-in-time instructions for the page you 

have displayed on your screen.  
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The Welcome menu also provides additional links to online help, as well as links for viewing new 
features, subscribing and unsubscribing to notifications, and returning to the home link. 

 

4.6 ETDM Site Search 

The search feature enables you to search the site for projects, contacts, documents, and other relevant 
information. You can perform a search of the ETDM Public Access Site using keywords, project numbers, 
project name (full or partial), report name, or the name of an ETDM contact. 

 

 

1. In the Search ETDM Public Site for field, type your search query. 

 

2. Click Site Search or press the Enter key.   
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The Search Results window opens, displaying the links related to your search query, along with a 
description of each link.   

 

Note: Depending on your search query, the Search Results window will arrange the 

categories accordingly, with the listing most closely related to the query appearing first (e.g., if 
you search for an individual, the Contacts category would appear at or near the top of the list 
of categories). 

 

3. Click the appropriate link to open the project information or document PDF. 

Tip!  Click the printer icon, , located at the top of the screen to print the page. 

4.7 Displaying the Project Header 

At the top of each page, just below the project name, you will see a plus sign icon, . Click the plus sign 
to display the information. On project-specific pages, you can view general project information for the 
following: 
 

 District and Project Phase 

 County (From location and To location) 

 Planning Organization and Financial Management No. 

 Plan ID 

 Federal Involvement  

 LAP Agency 
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 Agency Completing NEPA Document 

 Contact Information  

 Project Milestone Dates (appears on reports) 

 

 
 

 
 
The project header also provides links for submitting comments, requesting a response, and watching the 
selected project (updates will be sent to you).  To add the project to your notification list, click the Watch 
Project link.  
 

4.8 Project Search and Selection 

The EST provides a variety of ways to search for projects. You can search for a single project by name or 
number or for projects by location or category with the Project Search feature. After you have selected a 
project, you can select features to review the available information. The following list covers the general 
process for finding and selecting projects and for viewing project information. Details for using the site’s 
individual features are provided in the Menus section of this handbook.  
 

 Searching for and selecting a project 

 Viewing a project on the Interactive Map  

 Viewing project information 

4.8.1 Searching for and Selecting a Project 

The EST provides a variety of ways to search for ETDM projects. You can search for a single project by 
name or number or for projects by location or category with the Project Search filter or you can use the 
Site Search box located at the top of the screen.  
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 Searching for a Project Using Site Search 4.8.1.1

1. In the Search ETDM Public Site for box, type all or part of the keyword and then click the Site Search 

button. 

. 

The Search Results page opens and displays items related to your search query. 

 

 

2. Click the appropriate link to display the project information.  

 

 

Tip!  Click the page number link to display additional results. 
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The project Description page displays, along with the Project Detail and Help information. 

 

 

 Searching for a Project Using Project Search 4.8.1.2

1. Under Select a search option, click the appropriate link to perform your search query and then click the 

go link. Additional instructions for using the search options are listed below. 

 To search for a project by Project Number or Project Name, do the following: 

 Click the Project Number or Project Name link. 

 In the text box, begin typing the project number or the project name in the box. As you type, a list 
of project numbers or names matching your search query will appear below the text box. Click on 
the appropriate selection. For this illustration, the first three letters of the project name, Brent 
Lane, are shown as the query. Search results matching this query are highlighted in the next 
illustration. 

Tip! The search field is not case sensitive.  
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 Click the project’s name or number. The project Description page will display, along with the 
Project Detail. 

 To search for projects by Planning Organization, County, or District, do the following: 

 Click Planning Organization, County, or District. 

 In the list box, click the drop-down arrow to expand the list and then make your selection by 
clicking the appropriate name. 

 After you make your selection, click go. 

 To search for projects that have been assigned a summary Degree of Effect, do the following: 

 Click Degree of Effect. 

 

 Under Select a Degree of Effect, make your selection by clicking the appropriate Degree of 
Effect (DOE) link. 
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The Project Search box displays a list of Issues that have been assigned the 
selected DOE.  

 

 Do one of the following: 

 To view projects that have been assigned the selected DOE for all issues, click the All 
Issues link. 
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 To view projects that have been assigned the selected DOE for a particular issue, click the 
issue link. 

 

 

The Project Search box displays a list of projects that have an assigned DOE for all 
issues or for the selected issue. 

 

Tip! Click new search to clear the information and begin a new search. 
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 Select the project by clicking the project name. The Project Search box displays the 
Project Detail. 

 

Tip!  Click the view on map link to open and view the project on the Interactive 

Map. 

 To search for a project by project phase (Planning, Programming, Project Development), click 

the Project Phase link and then do the following: 
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 Under Select a Phase, click the drop-down arrow to display the project phase options. 

 

 Click the project phase. 

 

The Project Search box displays the Results, which include the number of project 
records and a list of projects currently in the selected project phase. 

 



 

 

 

 Environmental Screening Tool Handbook - February 15, 2016 4-26 

 Select the appropriate project by clicking on the project name. 

 

Tip! Click the Results arrow in the Project Search box to return to the preceding search 

option.  

 

 

After you have selected the project you want to review, the Project Search box displays the Project 
Details, which include the Project Name, Phase, Planning Organization, Location (From and To), 
District, Counties, and Project Type.   

2. At this point you can do the following: 

 View the project on the map by clicking the view on map link.  

 Review project materials by clicking the Project Information tab.  

 

Tip!  To send FDOT an email about the selected project, click the Send a Comment link. Click the 
Request a Response link to request that FDOT respond to your comments or questions.  

4.8.2 Viewing a Project on the Interactive Map 

Using the EST’s Interactive Map tools, you can access a project’s geospatial data (map layers, resource 
issues), change the map extent and map view (aerials, street view), view ancillary information, and search 
the database.   
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1. Open the Interactive Map for the selected project by doing one of the following: 

 In the Project Search box, click the view on map link. 

  

 

 Click the View Interactive Map link located at the top of the ETDM page. 

 

 

The map viewer opens, displaying the project location on the map.  

Tip! After the map viewer opens, the View Interactive Map link changes to Close 
Interactive Map, which allows you to hide the map and return to the previous view. 
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2. Use the map viewer tools to navigate the map, query the database, and display feature data. 

Note: See the Using the Interactive Map section of this handbook for details on using the map tools. 

3. To print a hard copy of the project map area, do the following: 

 Click Print. 

 

 

 In the Print dialog box, type the Map Title, select the page Orientation and page Size, and then 

click the check box beside the selections for Included options. 

 Click Print Map. 

 

 

4. To print hard copies of maps for specific issues pertaining to the selected project (for example, Coastal and 

Marine Map, Historic Resource Map, and Land Use Map), click Project Information, click Surrounding 

Resources, and then click Printable Maps. 

 

The Hardcopy Maps page displays a list of maps available for the most current project publication 
date.   

 Click the print format (JPG or PDF) for the selected resource issue Category. 
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To view an image of the map, click the JPG link next to the map name.  The image can then be 
saved to your computer.   

Tip! Click the Back button at the top left side of the map page to return to the list of maps.   

To view the map in PDF format, click the PDF link next to the map name.  The map will be 
displayed in a PDF viewer; and you can then review, save, or print the map. 

4.9 Viewing Project Information 

After you have selected a project from the Project Search filter, you can view documents and reports 
related to the project. Documents and reports include project description, environmental data, permit 
information, and studies. For navigation details for each of the Project Information features, see the 
Menus section of this guide. 
 

1. Click the Project Information tab to expand the menu. 
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2. Select the type of reports and documentation related to the project by clicking the menu selection. Each of 

the menu items listed below is described further in the Menus section of this guide. The following is a brief 

overview of the types of information found in the Project Information submenus:  

 Overview – General information about a project, including description, timeline, and summary 

reports. A link to a form where you can request project updates is also provided. 

 Public Comments and Agency Coordination – Agency reviews and comments for direct and 

cumulative effects, and community recommendations. 

 Surrounding Resources – GIS analysis of resources adjacent to the project area, including 

adjacent communities. A link for printing hard copies of resource maps is also provided. 

 Details – Information pertaining to the Class of Action, commitments and responses, potential 

permits, and technical studies. 

4.9.1 Project Description 

The Project Description report gives a detailed overview of a project, including the summary description, 
Purpose and Need statement, Summary of Public Comments, and Consistency information. It also 
includes segment-level details.  
 

1. In the Project Search box, select a project. 

2. On the Project Information menu, point to Overview, and then click Description. 
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4.9.2 Viewing the Project Review Timeline 

When you click on the Timeline link, the screen displays a snapshot of the project’s timeline of significant 
milestone events.  Click a milestone number to jump to the Snapshot Details section, which includes 
information about the milestone event, such as the description (for example, Programming Screen ETAT 
Review Started), date, the name of the person who generated the milestone event, comments, alternatives 
included, and a list of reports associated with the event. 

 

 

 

4.9.3 Advance Notification Package 

After a project has entered the Programming Screen, a notification is sent via email to the reviewing agencies 
responsible for commenting on the project. You can download a PDF file of the Advance Notification (also 
referred to as the AN) package by doing the following:  

1. On the Project Information menu, point to Overview, and then click Advance Notification Package. 
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2. A message appears on the bottom of your screen asking if you wish to Save the PDF document. Follow 

the standard steps for saving and opening PDFs on your computer. 

3. A PDF of the AN package will display. 

 

 

 

4.9.4 Summary Report  

At the conclusion of both the Planning Screen and the Programming Screen, the Environmental Technical 
Advisory Team (ETAT) representative selects a Degree of Effect (DOE) for each alternative and issue. 
The summary reports document the ETAT recommendations for avoidance, minimization, or mitigation 
opportunities and supplemental technical studies that may be needed. 
 
The FDOT ETDM Coordinator, PD&E Project Manager, and Lead Agency use DOEs and ETAT 
comments to help identify potentially critical issues and how to address them. The ETAT DOE selections 
and supporting comments help the FDOT ETDM Coordinator and PD&E Project Manager assign a 
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Summary Degree of Effect (SDOE) and assist the Lead Federal Agency in assigning an appropriate 
Class of Action at the conclusion of the Programming Screen. 
 
Note: See the ETDM Manual for additional information about the summary report development and 
publishing process. 
 
 
The Summary Report feature displays read-only versions of the report that are available to the public 
 

 Accessing the Summary Report Page 4.9.4.1

1. On the Project Search box,  under Select a search option, click a link.  

 

For the following illustrations, the Project Number search option is shown as selected. 

2. Click go. 

 

3. On the Project Information menu, point to Overview, and then click Screening Summary Report. 
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 Generating a Screening Summary Report 4.9.4.2

The Screening Summary Report page displays a list of the sections that make up the screening 
summary report. This page allows you to choose which sections you would like to include in the report. To 
select the sections you want to include in the report, do the following: 
 

1. Under Summary Report Options, do one of the following: 

 To include a section in the summary report, leave the check box marked. 

 To hide the section, click the checked box to deselect it. 

 

 

2. Click Generate Report. 

 



 

 

 

 Environmental Screening Tool Handbook - February 15, 2016 4-35 

The Screening Summary Report page refreshes and displays a list of links to the sections of the 
project information (all or selected), along with a Screening Summary Report Chart. 

 

Tip!  See the Help panel on the left side of the screen for more information about the page you are 
viewing. 

Viewing ETAT Review Comments and District Responses 

The following sections display ETAT reviews and District responses regarding a project alternative’s impact on 
area resources: 

 Screening Summary Report Chart – The chart at the top of the page allows you to view information by 

resource and Summary Degree of Effect (SDOE).  

 Project Effects Overview for Alternative – Provides a table that allows you to view reviewing ETAT 

recommended DOEs, resource issue, and reviewing organization. 

 Viewing Agency Comments and District Responses – Displays ETAT recommended DOEs and 

includes comments that support a chosen DOE, along with the District’s response and assigned 

SDOE. 

 Advance Notification (AN) Package Comments and Responses – This section displays additional 

ETAT review comments, comments from AN package Commenting Interested Parties, and the District 

responses to comments. 

Screening Summary Report Chart 

The top section of the Summary Report displays an Overview chart of the Summary Degrees of Effect for a 
project alternative, along with a Degree of Effect Legend.  Each row of the chart represents a project 
alternative, and each column to the right represents an environmental resource issue organized into the 
following categories: 

 Social and Economic 
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 Cultural 

 Natural 

 Physical  

 

 

The color-coded cells display the summary degree of effect for a particular project Alternative and issue.  Refer 
to the Degree of Effect Legend below the chart for an explanation of the color coding.  Clicking the number in a 
color-coded cell takes you to the ETAT Review Overview page for that issue and Alternative, as described 
below. 

1. To include the Screening Summary Report Chart in the Summary Report, do the following: 

 In the Summary Report Options section, the Screening Summary Report Chart should have 
the check box displayed as selected. 

 Click Generate Report. 

 

The Screening Summary Report page refreshes and displays links to the project information (all or 
selected), along with an SDOE chart. 



 

 

 

 Environmental Screening Tool Handbook - February 15, 2016 4-37 

 

 To view the ETAT reviews for a particular issue, click the color-coded cell.  

 

The Summary Report page automatically scrolls to the ETAT reviews for the selected 
SDOE cell. 

 Click the Back to Alternative link to return to the Overview section. 

Overview of ETAT Reviews for Alternative 

 

1. To include the Overview of ETAT Reviews section in the Summary Report, do the following: 

 In the Summary Report Options section, the Agency Comments and Summary Degrees of 
Effect should have the check box displayed as selected. 

 Click Generate Report. 
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2. Under Summary Report Overview, click the Overview of ETAT Reviews link. 

 

3. To view details, do one of the following: 

 For comments by resource issue, click the appropriate link in the Issue column. 

 For comments by a reviewing organization, click the appropriate link in the Organization column. 
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The Screening Summary Report page automatically scrolls to the reviews for the selected resource 
issue or reviewing organization. 

Viewing Agency Comments and District Responses 

1. To include the Viewing Agency Comments and SDOEs section in the Summary Report, do the 

following: 

 In the Summary Report Options section, the Agency Comments and Summary Degrees of 
Effect should have the check box displayed as selected. 

 Click Generate Report. 

 

2. Under Summary Report Options, do one of the following: 

 To go to the beginning of the section, click the Agency Comments and Summary Degrees of 
Effect link. 
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 To view reviews and comments for resource issues related to a specific category, click the link for 
the category 

 

Individual comments, agency DOEs, and District SDOEs are provided according to resource issue. 
Each comment section displays the following: 

 District SDOE and comments 

 Reviewing agency DOEs and comments 

 A listing of agencies who did not submit comments 
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 To view the comments for a reviewing agency, click the plus sign symbol located beside the 
agency or organization’s name. 

 

 

The section expands and displays the reviewer comments. 
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Advance Notification (AN) Comments and Responses 

Located in the Appendices section of the Screening Summary Report, the Advance Notification 
Package Comments subsection displays the additional ETAT comments and AN Commenting Interested 
Party comments following their review of the AN package. The report also displays the District 
Coordinator’s responses.   
 

1. To include AN comments and responses in the summary report, do the following: 

 In the Summary Report Options section, look for the Appendices heading, and then select 
Advance Notification Package Comments (if not already check marked). 

 Click Generate Report. 

 

 

2. Under Summary Report Overview, click the Advance Notification Package Comments link. 
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The Screening Summary Report page automatically scrolls to the Advance Notification 
Comments page. 

 

4.9.5 Receive Updates 

You can receive email updates for a selected project as it moves through the review cycle by completing 
the Receive Updates form.  
 

1. On the Project Information menu, point to Overview, and then click Receive Updates. 

2. Type your Email Address. 

3. Click the FDOT Privacy Statement check box. 

4. Click Save Preferences. 
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4.10  Viewing Comments from the Public and Agency Reviews 

The reports listed under the Public Comments and Agency Coordination tab are the individual reports that 
are also found in the Summary Report. To view public comments that have been added to the project 
record and agency reviews for the project, do the following: 
 

1. On the Project Information menu, point to Public Comments and Agency Coordination, and select 

from the following links to display the information: 

 Purpose and Need Reviews 

 Agency Environmental Comments 

 Cumulative Effects 

 Community Recommendations 

 Issue Overview 

 Alternative Corridor Evaluation (ACE) Documents Review 

 Advanced Notification Package Comments 
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4.11  Surrounding Resources 

The reports listed under this tab include environmental data results from GIS analysis of the project 
impacts, Preliminary Environmental Discussion (PED), Sociocultural Data Report (SDR), and printable 
maps. 
 

 
 
 

4.11.1 Environmental Data Report 

The Environmental Data report presents information from over 500 data layers, showing the relation to 
the proposed project corridor.  
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The Select Issues section displays the resource issues.  
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And for newer projects, the PDF Reports section will have a comprehensive, ready-made PDF that 
includes the GIS data for the project impacts within recorded buffer distances of 100 feet, 200 feet, 500 
feet, one-quarter mile, one-half mile, and one mile surrounding the project corridor.  
 

 
 
 

1. You can select multiple issues by clicking the check boxes. As you check the boxes, the data layers 

associated with each issue displays, along with the buffer distances.  

2. Select the distance from the project by clicking the check box beside the buffer distance located on the 

data layer row. 

 

 

3. Click Run Report.  
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 When the report displays, you will see information for each project alternative. A Summary table displays 

the information for your selected data layers. 

 The Details column provides a link whenever a feature was found within that buffer distance. After the 

summary report, the details are listed out in the order shown in the summary report.  

 Use the show on map link to view the project on the Interactive Map. 

 Click the metadata link to display the data layer information. 

 

 Click the summary link to return to the summary for the alternative. 
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Tip! To save a copy of your report as a PDF, scroll to the top of the page and click the PDF button. 

Follow the standard steps for saving and viewing a PDF document.  

 

4.11.2 Preliminary Environmental Discussion (PED) Comments Report 

The PED contains information provided by the District at the outset of a project review, relating what the 
District is aware of in terms of expected impacts of the project.  
 

 
 

4.11.3 Sociocultural Data Report 

The Sociocultural Data Report (SDR) defines social impacts for the project. 
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1. Under Select  your report query, click one of the following option buttons to display the sociocultural data: 

 User Defined Community – User-defined community, municipal, and neighborhood boundaries 
created by the user in the EST mapping tool.  

 Census Place – Census designated places as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

 Area of Interest (AOI) – User-drawn areas for local projects that are not going through the 
ETDM process.  AOIs drawn on the interactive mapping tool will appear on the SDR. 

Note: The Area of Interest (AOI) option will only appear for users who have created AOIs 
in the EST mapping tool.  If you have not created AOIs, then the option will not appear at 
the top of the Sociocultural Data Report page. 

 County Demographic Profile – Displays demographic profiles for the 67 Florida counties. 

Note: The County Demographic Profiles are also included in the User Defined 
Community and Census Place for counties that intersect a project area. 

 Current Project Alternatives – Allows you to run a demographic profile for a project alternative.  

2. As you make your selection, the search criteria drill down to specific areas. Click the drop-down arrow to 

expand the list, and then make your selection by clicking on it. 

3. Click the Generate Sociocultural Data Report button. 

 

The report opens, displaying the data collected for your selection, along with a thumbnail of the map. 

4. Scroll down the page to view the report. 

5. At the bottom of the report, you will see the Metadata section with a list of links to metadata for the features 

included in the report. Click on a link to view the information.  
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4.11.4 Printable Maps 

You can save an offline copy of your data information as a formatted 8½ by 11 map. Save the map as a 
PDF or as a JPG. 
 

 
 

4.12  Details  

The Details link lists the components of the decision-making process, including the Class of Action, 
Recommendations and Responses, Potential Permits, and Technical Studies. 
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4.12.1 Class of Action 

This link opens the Class of Action Determination page, which displays the District’s recommended Class 
of Action (COA) to the Lead Agency, along with the signatures and whether the COA was Accepted or 
Unaccepted. Only projects that  have completed a Programming Screen will have a COA. 
  
Note: Refer to the ETDM Manual and PD&E Manual for further details regarding the COA process. 
 

 
 
 

4.12.2 Recommendations and Responses 

In some instances, review agencies provide recommendations to the District, and the District responds. 
The Recommendations/Responses page provides FDOT responses to ETAT review comments for a 
project, and FDOT commitments for the project in response to the ETAT review comments. 
 



 

 

 

 Environmental Screening Tool Handbook - February 15, 2016 4-53 

 
 

4.12.3  Potential Permits  

The Potential Permits page lists anticipated permits, such as environmental permits, bridge permits, or 
Army Corps 404 permits, for a project that have been identified by the ETDM Coordinator or Project 
Manager.   
 

 
 

4.12.4 Technical Studies 

The Anticipated Technical Studies page displays a list of anticipated technical studies and reports. 
 

 
 
 

4.13  Commenting  on a Project or Requesting a Response  

The ETDM Public Site provides easy access links for sending comments and requesting responses.  
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 Click the Submit Comment link located in the Project Search box. The comment goes directly to the 

District office overseeing the project. If you would like a response to a question, click the Request 

Response link. 

 

 

 

 You can also use the links provided in the project header at the top of the page. 

 

 

4.14  ETDM Contacts 

This page provides phone numbers and email addresses for technical support in using the ETDM Public 
site. It also provides contact information for the ETDM Coordinators, Community Liaison Coordinators, 
and ETAT representatives for each FDOT District. 
 
Use the scroll bar on the right side of the page to scroll through the contact information, or click one of the 
links at the top of the page (for example, District 1, District 5) to go to the contact information for that 
group. 
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