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Project's Purpose and NeedProject's Purpose and Need

• Reduce travel times for residents from south Bay and Gulf Counties to 
employment centers in Bay County

• Provide a more direct route  between US 98 and new freight transfer facilities 
on US 231 within Bay County

• Improve access between enterprise zones along CR 386 and US 98 in Gulf 
County and US 231 in Bay County

• Provide a direct route for tourists traveling US 231 to reach vacation and 
recreation opportunities in south Gulf County

• Provide a more direct route from south Gulf County to the Panama City 
International Airport (both existing and proposed)

• Increase traffic capacity
• Improve security for the Tyndall Air Force Base by providing an alternative 

route  to US 98
• Increase capacity for currently congested sections of US 98
• Provide alternatives to the existing emergency evacuation routes
• Identify a new corridor consistent with the adopted Bay County Long Range 

Transportation Plan; and the Bay and Gulf Counties Comprehensive Plans



Gulf Coast Parkway Study AreaGulf Coast Parkway Study Area



PD&E Study PD&E Study –– ETDM Alternative CorridorsETDM Alternative Corridors



Proposed Typical SectionsProposed Typical Sections



Project UpdateProject Update

• Opportunity Florida

• Viable Corridors

• Alternative Corridor Public Meetings
•August 12 – Gulf County

•August 21 – Bay County

• Public Opinion Survey



Public Opinion SurveyPublic Opinion Survey



Public Opinion Survey ResultsPublic Opinion Survey Results

• Total of 269 Questionnaires were returned

• Project Received XX% approval 

• Corridor Preferences (Top 3)
•Corridor 7 – 117 votes
•Corridor 17 – 101 votes
•Corridor 15 – 79 votes

• Reasons for Corridor Selection (Top 3)
•Most direct route from Gulf to Bay County
•Congestion Relief/Avoidance
•Hurricane/Emergency Evacuation



Corridor Alternative Evaluation Summary Report Corridor Alternative Evaluation Summary Report 
(CAESR)(CAESR)

• Summarized the findings of the Corridor Evaluation Process
•Purpose and Need
•Corridor Social and Natural Environmental Impacts
•Public Opinion
•Cost

• CAESR Submitted for FHWA Review

• ETAT Review 



Dispute Resolution and Issue Action PlansDispute Resolution and Issue Action Plans

• Dispute Resolution Degree of Effect Identified for:
•Wetlands

•Wildlife & Habitat

•Coastal & Marine

•Indirect and Cumulative Effects

• Issue Action Plans established on August 28th 2007

• Living Documents



Indirect and Cumulative EffectsIndirect and Cumulative Effects

• ICE Process
•Identify Resources

•Define Boundaries

•Inventory Features

•Identify Project Impact-Causing Activities

•Determine Significance of the Potential Indirect and Cumulative Effects

•Analyze Indirect Effects & Evaluate Results

•Determine Strategies for Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation



ETAT CoordinationETAT Coordination

• Re-establish Regular Teleconference Calls

• Meeting with Resource Agencies for continued follow through 
on Issue Action Plans

• Indirect and Cumulative Effects Analysis



Project MilestonesProject Milestones

• Alternative Alignments Analysis

• ICE Coordination

• Alternative Alignments Public Meetings

• Draft EIS and Technical Documents

• Public Hearing

• Final EIS


